399.   LETTER TO QUMAR AHMED
POST ANDHERI,
May 6, 1924
DEAR FRIEND,
I have your letter undated, but I know it was received some
time ago,   I am sorry I have not been able to read it earlier,
I am not indifferent towards lawyers and schoolmasters. It is
because my whole heart is with them that I find it difficult to
advise them. No disgrace can possibly be attached to a man who
changes his attitude regarding a particular thing from conviction.
A lawyer or a schoolmaster who gave [up] his calling at my bid-
ding would be still less blameworthy if, finding me a broken reed,
[he] has gone back to his profession. I should be extremely sorry
to discover, however, that lawyers and schoolmasters, instead of
thinking for themselves, simply did what I said, although I vehe-
mently argued that no one should non-co-operate unless he was con-
vinced of the necessity and the propriety of it. How shall I say to
a man, who conscientiously feels that it is wrong to practise before
the British Law Courts or serve in British schools, that he should re-
join his profession; and how and why should I prevent those who
have no conscientious scruple from rejoining it? I am quite aware
that many pleaders were doing useful public work whilst they were
practising. The work that we are now called upon to do is, to
my opinion, far superior to what we were doing before, and requires
much greater sacrifice. A mofussil pleader, who was just earning
his maintenance whilst in practice, can do so now if he will qualify
himself as a good weaver, and he can at the same time do publk
work, I wonder if I have now made myself clear,
Totfrs sinctrtly,
1 M. K, GrAN0KT
Q. AHMED, ESQ,.
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